Alaska Legislative Process

(How a bill becomes law in Alaska)

AN IDEA
Anyone can generate

BILL DRAFTED
Legislator, several legislators, a

the idea for a bill.

PROPOSAL

Legislative Affairs Agency,
Legal Services for
assistance and review.

legislative committee, or the
Governor drafts a bill.
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BILL INTRODUCTION
Prime Sponsor: >
Individual legislator or committee chairman

ASSIGNING OF THE BILL NUMBER AND
FIRST READING
Chief Clerk (House) or the Secretary
(Senate) assigns the bill number and reads
the bill during Daily Order of Business.

REFERRAL TO COMMITTEE
Presiding officer refers the bill to a
committee or committees
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COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION
Committee may hold meetings and/or public
hearings. May make a committee substitute

or amendments. When finished the committe
“reports the bill out of committee”

NEXT COMMITTEE L
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BILL IS RETURNED
To the Chief Clerk or
Secretary and read under

CONSIDERATION

RULES COMMITTEE
Either schedule the bill
for a Second Reading,

hold hearings and/or
propose
amendments/substitutes.
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SECOND READING
To the Chief Clerk or
Secretary and read under

the Standing Committee
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the Standing Committee

substitute or amendments. Substitutes
are considered proposed legislation.

COMMITTEE CHANGES
LAA, Legal Services prepares the

Reports during Daily
Order of Business.

THIRD READING
The final passage. Bill needs
affirmative vote of the majority
(21 — House, 11 — Senate). If there is
an effective date clause, need a 2/3
vote (27 — House, 14 — Senate).
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RETURN TO SECOND READING
A motion may be made

Reports during Daily Order
of Business. If adopt a
substitute or approve the
amendments, then...

GOVERNOR

regarding specific amendment.
Need affirmative vote of the
majority.

AGREEMENT

RECONSIDERATION
Any member may reconsider
a vote and give notice.
Generally taken up the next

day for a new vote.

House of origin agrees to the second «

house’s amendments (concurs).
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The Governor signs the bill,
vetoes the bill or lets it become
law without a signature.
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ENROLLMENT AND SIGNATURE
Bill goes to LAA, Legal Services’ legal

CONSIDERATION OF THE OTHER
HOUSE
Bill is engrossed and sent onto the
other house. Goes through the same
process as in house of origin.
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editor and the revisors for corrections.
Final form goes to the house of origin
and the second house for signatures.

GOVERNOR’S VETO
Both houses meet to

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
House of origin does not agree to the
amendments and second house will not
recede amendments, then three
members of each house are selected to
form a conference committee.

override a veto.
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ACT
With approval, bill becomes an Act and
is assigned a chapter number. LAA

ALASKA STATUTES
Session laws are compiled, indexed and
distributed. The revisor of statutes reviews,

affixes the date of signing and actual
effective date. Act is called a session law
and is printed in slip law form.
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annotates and sends the session laws to
publisher for printing as ALASKA STATUTES.
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